
From staff reports

MARIETTA — The Earl Smith Strand Theatre
is returning to its roots with “April Movie Mania,”
featuring three distinctive movie line-ups.

The newly renovated Strand Theatre first
opened in the 1930s as an art-deco movie
theater.

The Oscar winner series includes the showing
of “Man on Wire” on April 2 at 8 p.m., “Casablan-
ca” on April 5 at 3 p.m. and “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” on April 10 at 8 p.m.

The action lover series features “Jaws” on April
3 at 8 p.m., “Back to the Future” on April 4 at 8
p.m. and “King Kong” on April 11 at 8 p.m.

And the spring break staycation series features
“Sound of Music” on April 4 at 3 p.m., “Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” on April 10 at
3 p.m. and “E.T.: The Extraterrestrial” on April 11
at 3 p.m.

Tickets for each movie range from $4 to $7,
and can be purchased at the Strand’s box office
on Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to noon
and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., by calling (770) 293-0080 or
by visiting www.EarlSmithStrand.org. The box
office is also opened two hours before the show.

The shows feature a pre-show organ concert
and sing-along 30 minutes before show time.

EARL SMITH STRAND THEATRE
HOSTS ‘APRIL MOVIE MANIA’

FIRST
AND FOREMOST
a rundown of harmless news

“Kids Choice Awards” (8 p.m., Nick-
elodeon). Do we care who the nominees are? We
have the Jonas Brothers and Hugh Jackman
making appearances. Nuff said!

“The Penguins of Madagascar” (9:30 p.m.,
Nickelodeon). The sassy penguins from the hit
movie are back in this new feature.
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MARIETTA — The Sabbath is the sev-
enth day of the week usually set aside for
rest and worship. In the Christian faith
that day is Sunday. For Jews, Saturday is
the Sabbath.

At Eastside Baptist Church at 2450
Lower Roswell Road in Marietta, the Sab-
bath is both weekend days. The church is
not only home to an about 1,000 wor-
shipers on Sunday, it’s also home to a
small congregation of Messianic Jews
who worship there Saturday morning.

The relationship between the congre-
gations began several years ago when a
Jewish parishioner approached Eastside’s
Senior Pastor Dr. David Chauncery about
allowing his group of fellow Messianic
Jews to hold their own services at the
church.

The group of about 15 Jewish and non-
Jewish members had first met a home in
Marietta, but grew in size. After six
months, the group decided it needed its
own public space. 

Congregation Mishkan David presently
has about 30 members. They held their
first service at Eastside in June 2007.

“With the pastor’s blessings and the
elders of our church, we said ‘OK, lets
just give it a shot,’” said the Rev. Joey
Garner of Marietta, associate pastor of
missions and community outreach at
Eastside.

Rabbi Aaron Evans of Marietta, pastor
of Congregation Mishkan David, said,
“We’re so grateful for the facilities and
the relationship we have with Eastside
because it’s taken a burden of a lot of
logistics off of us so that we can focus on
the ministry.” The International Alliance
of Messianic Congregations and Syna-
gogues lists on its Web site only three
Messianic Jewish congregations with
worship sites in Georgia.

Messianic Jews: “That simply means
Jews who believe in Jesus,” said Evans,
37. “One of Jesus’ titles is Messiah, that’s
where Messianic comes from.”

“The first followers of Jesus were all
Messianic Jews. They followed the Mes-
siah,” Evans added. “As myself, a Mes-
sianic Jew, I believe that there’s one God
and that he manifested himself in the
same way that the Southern Baptist Con-
vention says he is one God and three
persons.”

Garner, 40, was placed in charge of
helping the congregation adjust to its new
home.

As a missionary, Garner lived in cen-
tral Asia for 11 years, in places where the
majority of people were Muslim. He said
he was used to interacting with people
with a different religious background.

Garner said there was no opposition
within the Eastside congregation toward
accepting Mishkan David into its church
home.

“This is very much a symbiotic rela-
tionship. Mishkan David is not in any
way a burden to our church or to our
resources. It’s a sister relationship,” Gar-
ner said. “One of the key values that we
believe about church, as Southern Bap-
tists, is that we should be planting other
churches.”

As a Messianic Jewish congregation,
Mishkan David participates as a member
of the Southern Baptist Messianic Fellow-
ship, a mission arm of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

“That allowed us to approach Eastside

as Southern Baptists that are Jewish who
have a real heart for retaining our Jewish
culture and traditions,” Evans said. “It
was that, that gave us common ground.”

Mishkan David is a Messianic Jewish
congregation that shares similar beliefs
with the Christian faith, a fact that both
men agreed has helped smooth what could
have been rough roads to a congenial
relationship. In fact, Evans officially
became a Southern Baptist pastor in Sep-
tember 2007.

Evans said his congregation fully sub-
scribes to the Southern Baptist doctrine,
but retain their Jewish culture and history.

There is cross participation between
the congregations in each others holiday
and prayer services, as well as study
classes. On April 4, Mishkan David will
conduct a Jewish Passover ceremony and
has invited Eastside members.

Once, Garner said dozens of Eastside
members attended a bible studies class by
Mishkan David that focused on Jesus and
the Old Testament.

“I’m talking normal, east Cobb church-
goers sitting in this class to learn basic
Hebrew,” Garner said.

Members of Mishkan David hold ser-

vices in the music suite in Eastside’s three
building campus.

Mishkan David still carries on Jewish
traditions such as a Torah scroll, an ark in
which the Torah is kept and tallits or
prayer shawls. But, it also includes the
sounds of a guitar and contemporary
Christian songs in its worship services, led
by Music Director Rabbi Kevin Dangler.

Garner and Evans said both congrega-
tions now have a better understanding of
each faith. 

“It has helped our congregation to
understand the Bible better — to under-
stand the Jewish culture,” Garner said.
“Hopefully, the members of our church,
as they understand more Jewish culture,
can seek to build relationships with
Jews.”

Evans added: “Many Jewish people
want to know about Jesus, but they’re
kind of put off because in a traditional
Christian church, they’re Jewishness isn’t
valued. Being partnered with Eastside
Baptist has given us a real, solid and sta-
ble place to be able to provide a place for
Jewish people who may want to know
more about the one we called Jesus.
Whom we call Yeshua.” 

Staff/Amber M. Eberly

Above: Garner, left, and Evans talk about some of the logistics for upcoming
events at their shared space. Below: Garner, right, and Evans work togeth-
er to get set up for the Jewish service on Saturday morning. 

As metro Atlantans make their plans for Spring
Break, Six Flags Over Georgia is offering a
$24.99 online pricing special for Spring Breakers
who are staying close to home this year. In addi-
tion, the park will be hosting “Rock N’ Ride” from
April 3 to April 12, where music-themed special
events and concerts will take place every day. 

All of the special
events during Rock N’
Ride are free with park
admission. Season
Passes are still avail-
able at the lowest price
of the year, $49.99,
which is only $10 more
than a main-gate, one-
day admission.

Six Flags Over Georgia will be open from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturdays in April and from
10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sundays and everyday
from April 5 to April 10. The park will also be open
from 6 to 11 p.m. on April 3. For additional infor-
mation, including hours, pricing, events and more,
visit www.sixflags.com/overgeorgia. 

SIX FLAGS OVER GEORGIA OFFERS
ONLINE PRICE SPECIAL

Unity North Atlanta Sr. Minister Rev. Nancy K.
Worth and Associate Minister Rev. Bill Worth will
be inducted into the Martin Luther King Jr.
Board of Preachers of Morehouse College on
April 2. The ceremony will be in the Martin Luther
King Jr. International Chapel at 11 a.m. It is in
conjunction with Morehouse’s 22nd Annual Col-
lege of Ministers and Laity Program and is the
week of Science and Spiritual Awareness.

Unity North Atlanta is located at 4255 Sandy
Plains Road in Marietta. For more information, call
(678) 819-9100 ext. 106 or visit www.unitynorth.org.

UNITY NORTH ATLANTA MINISTERS
TO BE HONORED AT KING CHAPEL

MARIETTA — In celebration of Keep America
Beautiful Month and the City of Marietta’s 175th
birthday, Keep Marietta Beautiful will host a free
seminar series aimed at helping local residents and
businesses be good stewards of the environment.

The first seminar, Sustainability
Solutions for the Home, will be at 7
p.m. Tuesday in the Council Cham-
bers at Marietta City Hall, 205
Lawrence Street in Marietta.
Thatcher Young of P2AD will pre-
sent an informative session on how to
“green” your residence. Learn all the
tips and tricks to saving money and the environ-
ment, right in your own home.

Door prizes, including rain barrels, T-shirts and
other items, will be given away at the seminar.

For more information, contact Joan Ellars at
(770) 794-5606 or jellars@mariettaga.gov.

CELEBRATE KEEP AMERICA 
BEAUTIFUL MONTH IN MARIETTA

Mountain View United Methodist Church will
host a Revival on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.
The Rev. Dr. Jim Nelson will deliver a series of
messages at the Sunday morning worship service
at 10:50 and on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
evenings at 7 p.m. His series, “Moving Towards
Perfection,” is designed to help participants con-
tinue to mature in the faith and to continue learn-
ing as a disciple of Jesus.

Music will be provided each night, including a
performance by Diane Parrish on Tuesday. 

Mountain View is located at the corner of
Jamerson and Trickum roads in northeast Cobb
County and can be reached at (770) 928-0050 or
online at www.mvumc.org.

MOUNTAIN VIEW UNITED
METHODIST TO HOST REVIVAL

Two
faiths,

one roof
Eastside Baptist Church

conducts Christian, 
Jewish worship

Rabbi Aaron Evans of Congregation Mishkan David poses in front of the
mobile Torah with a shofar, or ram’s horn, that is used during services. 

The Rev. Joey Garner, associate pastor of mis-
sions and community outreach at Eastside Bap-
tist Church in Marietta, reads his Bible. 


