
A Comparison of Mosaic

and 

Davidic  Tabernacles
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Introduction:
From the time of Adam, 

God intended to dwell with His creation.  
A fter the fall, sin entered the world and 

caused a separation between God and man  
that would require a sacrificial atonement  

to restore communion with Him.

T he tabernacles were provided by God 
not only to have a place 

where God would dwell with man,  
but also to provide a visual representation 

of the path for reconciliation.  



Mosesô tabernacle 

was a picture of Old Testament

(life under the law)

Davidôs tabernacle 

was a picture of New Testament

(life under grace)

One tabernacle was representative 

of the path to redemption provided 

by God through His sacrifice in Messiah.  

One tabernacle was 

representative of life 

under the blessings of God.



is in the hearts and lives of all 

believers 

where He dwells within us.

We will explore 

the construction of each tabernacle 

and compare their likenesses 

and differences.

Yeshuaõs tabernacle



T he Tabernacle of Moses

God gave Moses two things: 

1. T he Law-
To show: 

2. T he Tabernacle-
to show God at the center of all worship 

for the children of Israel 

during their life in the wilderness

the awfulness of sin and manôs

inability to keep it (the law)

the need for a messiah



Moses built the tabernacle

according to Godõs pattern

after the tabernacle in heaven.

ñMake this tabernacle

and all its furnishings

exactly like the pattern I will show you.ò
Exodus 25:9

ñSet up the tabernacle

according to the plan

shown you on the mountain.ò
Exodus 26:30



The Tabernacle of Moses 

was comprised of three parts

Type of 

óthe worldô

Lighted by natural light

1.  T he Outer Court



T he one entrance/door -

made of

four colors

Type and shadow of the four gospels



Matthew portrays Messiah as king  

(written to the Jews)

Mark portrays Messiah as a servant 

(written to the Romans)

Luke portrays Messiah as the Son of Man

(written to the Greeks)

John portrays Messiah as the Son of God

(written to the world)



T he 
Brazen Altar

A foreshadow

of the sacrifice 

of Messiah1) Animal sacrifices

2) Performed by the priests

3) Symbolic of the perfect sacrifice 

in Messiah, yet to come 

for the final victory over sin



T he Laver

Type 

of baptism

1) Vanity wash

2) The priests had to wash as they went 

in and out of the Holy Place

3) Symbolic of our baptism in Christ 

the cleansing of our sins



The Place of Worship 

T he Golden 
Lamp Stand 
ÅLit with oil

ÅSymbolic of the Holy Spirit 

Oil represents the Holy Spirit 

in Scripture.



Table of 
Shewbread

The golden table held 12 cakes of bread 

made of fine flour.

They were placed in two rows of six. 

Each loaf represented 

one of the tribes of Israel. 

Leviticus 24:8

The literal meaning is 'bread of the faceô 

or bread set out before the face of God



Altar 
of Incense

Symbolic of prayer life

A sweet smell of praise

to the Lord



Holy of Holies
Where God Dwells

Godôs earthly throne



Ark of the 
Covenant

1) The law

2)  Manna

3)  Aaronôs staff

Mercy Seat of God
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Significance of Moses Tabernacle

VIt provided a place for the Israelites 

to meet with God, Moses, and each 

other.

VIt provided a place where law and 

justice were carried out.

VIt provided a detailed picture of the 

path God was going to provide for the 

reconciliation of His people to Him.



T he Redemptive Path

The brazen altar foreshadowed the cross.

3. From there our journey takes us to the laver 

where we are washed clean.

Åsymbol of baptism

Åconstant washing of our

souls by the word of God. 

1.The outer court -lit by natural light- signifies

the world ïwhere we are before salvation.

2. As sinners, we must enter in and come to 

the brazen altar where the ultimate sacrifice 

in Messiah was provided.



we can enter into the Holy Place.

× symbol of our prayer life

× new communion with God where 

we eat of the word of God

× offer praises to the Lord  

a sweet aroma to God

× receive the Holy Spirit 

- to strengthen and guide us 

- to light our paths and 

- to anoint our heads with oil

Now



5. Our journey culminates with a

with the Creator of the universe!

With Christôs death on the cross,

the veil that separated us from God 

The Holy of Holies 

is a symbol of the new spirit-man 

inside of each of us who is in direct 

communion with God.

personal relationship

was torn.




